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TROUBLES FOR SANJAY 

ANNCR: 

LEGAL TROUBLES ARE BUILDING UP FOR SANJAY GANDHI, SON OF 
FORMER INDIAN PRIME MINISTER INDIRA GANDHI AND, ACCORDING TO SOME, 
THE SINGLE MOST IMPORTANT FACTOR IN HER DOWNFALL IN THE ELECTIONS 
OF LAST MARCH. CORRESPONDENT FRED BROWN SENT THIS BACKGROUND 
REPORT: 

VOICE: 

ON WEDNESDAY, A NEW DELHI MAGISTRATE ORDERED THE 30-YEAR-OLD 
MISTER GANDHI TO APPEAR BEFORE A HIGHER COURT ON MARCH THIRD, TO 
STAND TRIAL ON CRIMINAL CHARGES. THE CASE, IN WHICH FORMER 
INFORMATION MINISTER V.C, SHUKLA IS A CO-DEFENDANT, INVOLVES 
THE ALLEGED DESTRUCTION OF A HINDU-LANGUAGE FILM SATIRIZING MISSUS 
GANDHI DURING INDIA'S STATE OF EMERGENCY. THE PROSECUTION HAS 
CHARGED THAT THE NEGATIVE OF THE FILM, ENTITLED "KISSAKUKSI KA," 
OR "THE STORY OF A CHAIR," WAS BURNED ON THE PREMISES OF MISTER 
GANDHI'S MARUTI CAR FACTORY, NEAR NEW DELHI. THE FILM, WHICH 
HAS SINCE BEEN REMADE, PORTRAYED A POWER HUNGRY FEMALE POLITICIAN, 
APPARENTLY CARICATURING MISSUS GANDHI. 

THE TRIAL PROMISES TO BE A LENGTHY ONE, BECAUSE IN PRELIMINARY 
HEARINGS THE PROSECUTION HAS ALREADY ACCUMULATED MORE THAN TWENTY 
THOUSAND PAGES OF DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE, BUT THE FILM DESTRUCTION 
CASE IS ONLY ONE OF THE PROBLEMS FOR SANJAY GANDHI, WHO NOW 
FINDS HIMSELF FACED WITH A SEEMINGLY ENDLESS SERIES OF LEGAL 
BATTLES, 

WHILE THE PARTICULARS ARE DIFFERENT, THE SUBSTANCE OF THE 
CHARGES IS SIMILAR -- THAT MISTER GANDHI MISUSED HIS POLITICAL 
CONNECTIONS FOR PERSONAL PROFIT. 
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MANY OF THE CASES ARE RELATED TO HIS INVOLVEMENT WITH THE 


MARUTI, THE SMALL FAMILY CAR WHICH MISTER GANDHI OBTAINED A 


LICENSE TO BUILD, DOZENS OF LAWSUITS HAVE BEEN FILED BY PERSONS 


WHO INVESTED LARGE SUMS OF MONEY IN MARUTI AGENCIES. ALTHOUGH 


MILLIONS OF RUPEES ALLEGEDLY WENT INTO DEVELOPING THE CAR, NOT 


A SINGLE MODEL WAS BUILT AND NONE OF THE MONEY WAS EVER RETURNED 


TO INVESTORS. 


MISTER GANDHI ALSO COULD EVENTUALLY FACE CHARGES AS A RESULT 


OF AN INQUIRY INTO ALLEGED GOVERNMENT EXCESSES DURING THE 


EMERGENCY, SANJAY GANDHI HAS BEEN SUMMONED TO APPEAR BEFORE THE 


INVESTIGATING SHAH COMMISSION FOR THREE DAYS, BEGINNING MARCH 
THIRTEENTH, TO ANSWER QUESTIONS ABOUT DEMOLITION OF HOUSES, 
WHICH WAS CARRIED OUT IN THE NAME OF SLUM CLEARANCE. SOME OF 
THE HOUSES TORN DOWN WERE LOCATED IN AN AREA NEAR THE MARUTI 
AUTOMOBILE FACTORY. THE YOUNGER GANDHI ALSO HAS BEEN LINKED 
IN TESTIMONY BEFORE THE SHAH COMMISSION WITH ALLEGED EXCESSES 
IN THE GANDHI REGIME'S FAMILY PLANNING PROGRAM, UNDER WHICH 
THOUSANDS OF INDIAN MALES WERE STERILIZED. AS IF ALL THESE 
PROBLEMS WERE NOT ENOUGH, INDIAN AUTHORITIES RECENTLY BEGAN 
GOING OVER SANJAY GANDHI'S INCOME TAX RECORDS. 
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